
 

Welcome to Messiah!  
Summer Worship Schedule 
Weekly Sunday Services  
8:30am    Traditional Worship 
11:00am Contemporary Worship   
  
Please note change:  
Sunday July 4th  
9am Colonial Lutheran Service 
No fellowship hour following 
service. 
  
Church offices closed Monday 
July 5.  
office@messiahfamily.com  
Phone: 402-331-5510 
www.messiahfamily.com 
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Messiah Messenger  July 2010  
Pastor Greg's Column  
  
Discipleship Lessons and Weigh Down! 
A few months ago, at the Congregation Meeting, I shared my story of losing 75 
pounds. For the sake of those who weren't there and in an attempt to share with 
more people not just the weight loss story, but also lessons learned about 
following Jesus and living the life Jesus calls us to live, I invite you to visit my 
blog: 
http://gregtherev.wordpress.com  
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We are going to explore, "The New Old Church!" When things are perceived as 
changing and often at a rapid pace, we often long for past times when things 
seemed simpler, clearer, easier to grasp. That includes often a longing for days 
gone by in the Church. We long for the "Old Days." We want to go back to old 
traditions where we find security and comfort.  
  
We are going to spend many of our Sunday mornings during the summer 
exploring the "Old Church" and considering how it can become the "New Church" 
for today and the future. However, we aren't going to explore the church of the 
1950's or 60's - a time when our denomination thrived. We aren't even going to 
explore the traditions and heritage of our roots by listening to Martin Luther. 
Instead, we are going to practice, "Radical Traditionalism" and explore our 
birthplace - the Church of the first century. We will focus on what the Acts of the 
Apostles from the New Testament have to offer us as we seek clarity and 
direction for how to be The Church and Church members in 2010 and beyond. 
Won't you make it a priority to come and learn and reflect upon what it means to 
be: 
"THE NEW OLD CHURCH WHICH IS: EMPOWERED / CALLED / SENT / IN 
UNITY / WITH PASSION / TO SHARE LIFE / WHILE BEING GOD-
CENTERED"? 
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Stewardship 
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God Wants Your Car Keys 
A rich young man ran up to Jesus and wanted to put in an application to be a 
follower of Christ. He asked, "What do I need to do to have eternal life?"  Jesus 
answered, "You know."  The rich young man recited the commandments, plus, 
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and with your entire 
mind," and "Love your neighbor as yourself."  Jesus says, "Good answer. 
Standing ovation. Do that." 
  
The rich young man retorts, "I think I have done that ever since I was a kid. I give 
10 percent of my gross income. I worship regularly. I study the Bible and pray 
often." Jesus doesn't put him down but says, "Good job!" Then, with a smile, 
Jesus adds, "Just one more thing. Go sell everything you have, and give the 
money away."  
  
That was more than the rich young man could take because, the Bible says, he 
had "many possessions" or "much goods." That is a way of saying he had a good 
income, a nice house, stock portfolio, retirement plan, maybe even a pension. 
What happened? The rich young man went away! He felt that was asking too 
much. As far as we know, he never came back to Jesus the rest of his life. His 
"stuff" got in the way. 
  
Now, if I had experienced what that rich young man did, I might have responded 
something like this: "Jesus, I heard what you said to that rich young man about 
selling what I have and giving it to the poor." As I pull out my checkbook and 
ballpoint pen, I ask Jesus, "To whom should I make out the check?"  
  
Jesus says, "Ed, that won't be necessary. Just give me your checkbook."  
  
"You want my whole checkbook?"  
  
With a deep love in his eyes, Jesus responds, "I care about how you use all your 
money, not just the 10 percent, more or less, that you put in the offering plate." 
Then Jesus asks, "Do you have anything else in your pocket?" 
  
"I've got some cash," I nervously fish around. Jesus holds out His hand.  
  
I lay the cash on him, and Jesus asks, "What's that plastic?" 
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I say, "That's a credit card."  
  
Jesus asks in mock surprise, "You've got a credit card?"  
  
I explain, "That's what I depend on when someone just got my cash and 
checkbook."  
  
Jesus looks again and asks, "What's that card with your picture on it?"  
  
"That's my driver's license."  
  
Jesus asks in mock surprise again, "You've got a driver's license?"  
  
I say, "Yes, it's required if I am going to drive my car."  
  
Jesus asks with more enthusiasm, "You have a car?"  
  
I get my keys from my pocket and begin to take one off. "I guess I won't need this 
anymore." 
  
Jesus asks, "What's that other key?"  
  
Now I know I'm in trouble. I say, "That's my house key."  
  
Jesus asks enthusiastically, "You've got a house?"  
  
I say, "Wait until my wife finds out about this!"  
  
You can guess what Jesus asks. That's right. "You've got a wife?" 
  
I say to Jesus, "You win. I'm yours, with all my heart. What else do you want?" 
Then an amazing thing happens.  
  
Jesus says, "That's all I wanted all along: your heart. So take your house key 
back. Just let me live there with you. Treat your wife like she belongs to me 
instead of to you. Here is your car key. Just drive with me in the passenger 
seat ... and please slow down. Here is your money and credit card. I have a 
whole lot more of all this to give you. I want to bless you even more. All I want is 
for you to use it all to my Father's glory and to build up my body, the church." 
  
I finally start to get it. Everything I have is God's. It's all on loan to give glory to 
God and to build up the body of Christ. And I realize one other thing: Even if I 
gave all my stuff to God, it wouldn't be nearly as much as Jesus gave me when 
he laid down his life for my sins and gave me new life in all its fullness and even 
everlasting life. What else can I do but live in gratitude for all God gives me and 
grow all my life in giving generously as God has given to me?  
  
- Adapted from Jeff Black by Ed Kruse, November 2005 
From Stewardship for the 21st Century, Luther Seminary, Minneapolis, MN. http://www.luthersem.edu/stewardship/ 
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Faith Formation News  
  

Men's Bible Study  
This group continues to meet at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings in the Bible Max 
Theater.  
                         
Vacation Bible School  
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped to make the High Seas Expedition, 
come alive for the children during the week of Vacation Bible School. A great 
time was had by all. A special thank you to Elaine Chapin, Shari Kenealy and 
Kim Kuncl who served as this year's organizing team. WELL DONE!! 
  
Senior High Work Trip 
Racine, Wisconsin   
Eighteen senior high youth and adults traveled to Racine, Wisconsin on 
Saturday, June 19 for a week of service work. Duties included painting, carpentry 
work, deck building, etc. for the people living in the area. We thank you for all 
your support and prayers. We returned on Saturday, June 26 tired but on fire for 
service and the ability to work and serve others.  The Work Camp Essays are 
being typed up and collated and will be available for all to read shortly.  
  
M.A.R.s - Summer Outing  
Melodrama & Ice Cream Sundaes   
Anyone interested in a Sunday afternoon melodrama at Mahoney State Park. We 
are able to get tickets for the July 18, 3:00 pm. performance of "Miss Twain's 
Train Trouble." Beautiful and spunky Valerie Twain is traveling with her daffy 
mother Ttitania to save the family railroad business form a hostile takeover. Little 
do they realize the danger is coming from the hostile head conductor Dewey 
Cheatum. Will the lovely Valerie fall prey to evil Dewey and Valerie's evil twin 
sister Mallory or will wonderful Richard Driverman, the fearless engineer, be able 
to save her?  
  
The cost of the tickets is $7.00 per person. If you would be interested in going, 
contact Rita or sign your name on the easel outside the sanctuary no later than 
July 12. We can plan to meet at the church at 2:00pm and then carpool to 
Mahoney for the melodrama and then head into Ashland for ice cream at Cheri-
O's.  
   
Confirmation  
An informational meeting for all 7th grade Confirmation students and their 
parents will be held Sunday, August 8 at 9:45 a.m. This meeting is mandatory for 
all upcoming 7th graders and their parents. During this time you will receive the 
2010-2011 Confirmation schedule, fill out the necessary paperwork and spend 
time discussing the program and expectations. Please mark your calendars now 
and plant to attend this meeting. If you cannot make this meeting, please contact 
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Rita in the church office. Confirmation classes will begin on Wednesday, 
September 1. 
  
A reminder to all the Confirmation students who will be making their Confirmation 
in November---this is the time to be working on your Faith Formation Projects. If 
you should have questions or if problems come up, please contact Rita. 
Reminder: These Faith Formation Projects are a Conf irmation requirement.  

 

Pastoral Care News 
  
 "Getting to Know You" 
Planning is underway for a new Messiah Family Picture Directory.   
We wish to update pictures and contact data of our Messiah 
members and visitors.  The plan is to create a "home grown" directory usiing 
Messiah talent and resources without bringing in a professional photographer for 
picture sales. 
  
We need your help to accomplish this newest project!   Looking for clerical and 
other assistance as we take and organize the pictures and data.  If you would like 
to know more about how you can assist with this project, plan to stop in to see 
Sue Simmons between services on Sunday July 18 and July 25 for an informal 
planning meeting. 
Questions?  Contact Sue 

 

 

Parish Nurse News  
Exercise class continues on Mondays and Fridays at 11:30 AM 
in the Fellowship Hall- Please come and join us for a Low 
Impact Aerobic workout and Theraband strengthening. 
 
Umbilical Cord Blood   
After delivery of a baby, the cord blood that remains in the umbilical cord and 
placenta is usually discarded after birth. This cord blood is rich in stem cells, 
which are genetically distinctive to your baby and your family. These same stem 
cells can be transformed into other types of cells in the body and create new 
growth and development- a way to treat Leukemia and other inherited disorders. 
The cord blood can be saved and banked for future use. Stop by the Parish 
Nurse table to learn more about this. 
  
Doni Schroeder R.N. Parish Nurse 
  

  
  
 

 

  
  
Order dates for Angelfood will be Sunday July 4 and the 11 . The cut off date for 
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ordering is July 14. Distribution date is Saturday July 31 at the Ralston Senior 
Center, 7300 Q St. 
 Angelfood Ministries

 

Messiah Women of the ELCA News 
  

 
To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

 
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in 
Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in 
faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and 
action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the 
world. 
  
 
  

 

Confirmation Faith Project   
Hi, my name is Connor Menard and my confirmation project will be to 
participate in th Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation's "Walk to 
Cure Diabetes", to be held at the Lewis & Clark Landing on August 7. 
  
This marks the 40th Anniversary of the founding of JDRF.  JDRF is 
the leader in diabetes research worldwide and the largest charitable 
funder of Type 1 diabetes research.  Each year more then 15,000 
children (40 per day) are diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes in the 
United States.  We have people here in our own congregation  with 
this disease. 
  
I am asking for your help to raise funds for this worthy cause.  You 
can  donate online at www.jdrf.org or write checks made payable to 
JDRF, drop them off at church to my attention (Connor Menard) and I 
will make sure all donations get to JDRF.  Thank you for your 
support.  
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Financial Updates  
  
  
                                                       (May) Month:                            Year to Date:  
Mission Share to NE Synod:  $            2,420                                $   15,128       
 
General Fund:  
Receipts received                   $          34,084                               $          186,857  
Expenses invested                  $          40,382                               $          191,609  
Surplus/(Shortfall)                    $            (6,298)                             $             (4,752) 
 
 
Fund Balance - General Fund  $      (29,844)  
 
Special Ministries Funds:  
Receipts received                      $            6,817                             $          29,996  
Expenses invested                     $            7,492                             $          32,695  
Surplus/(Shortfall)                       $             (675)                             
$          (2,699)        
 
Fund Balance - all special funds  $     103,188  
                                        
  

 

Summer Office Hours begin July 19 thru August 13.  

Office Hours will be 9am to 3pm Monday thru Friday  
  

 
  

 

Community News  
  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! The Stephen Center Homeless Shel ter at 27th & Q 
has opened a THRIFT STORE!  It is located at 5128 So. 24th (24th & Q Sts.) 
They desperately need reliable volunteers to help process donations and provide 
sales assistance in the various departments of the store. If you can spare a little 
time each week to enjoy a great volunteer experience call Bev at 715-5442 for 
more details.  (If you have goods to donate for sale at the store that is needed, 
too. Call 614-1017.) 
  
  
Trinity United Methodist Church, 81st & Q Streets, Ralston is going to have 
a children's Bounce House and Sno-Cones and popcorn  for sale this year 
in addition to their annual food stand on Sunday Ju ly 4th.    The Bounce 
House, Sno-cones and popcorn stand will be across the street from the church in 
their parking lot.  
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Upcoming Events  

 

      

July 4 is Don & Millie's Restaurant (84th & Q) Sund ay.   Dine in 
or drive thru from 11am to 7pm and mention that you are from Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the church  will receive 20% of that day's Messiah receipts.  The 
money is used to bless the many ministries of Messiah.  Tell your friends and 
neighbors.  
  

  
Project Hope Needs for July:  Cereal, Crackers.   July 18 is 
Project Hope Sunday.   
  
  
  

    
  

Save the Date!  Sunday September 12, 2010 will be M essiah's 9th 
Annual Charity Golf Event at Pacific Springs Golf C ourse.  
  
For the golfer:  
4 Person Scramble 
Men's & Women's Mixed Flights 
Place:  
Pacific Springs Golf Course-Par 70, 18 hole Championship Course, 16810 Harney 
St. (North of 168th & Pacific), Omaha,  
402-330-4300 
Time:  
12:45 pm  Registration & Raffle Sales 
2:00 pm     Shotgun Start 
5:45 pm     Dinner, Raffle & Silent Auction 
Format:  
4 Person Scramble 
Men's & Women's Mixed Flights 
Cost:  
Team Foursome $300 - Individual Golfer $75 
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Includes: Green fee, Cart fee, dinner  
  
For the non-golfer:  
2-4 person Putting Tournament 
Place:  
Pacific Springs Golf Course-"The Greens"  
18 hole Putting Course, 16810 Harney St. (North of 168th & Pacific), Omaha,  
402-330-4300 
Time:  
12:45 pm  Registration & Raffle Sales 
2:00 pm     Putting Tournament Start 
4:00 pm      Putter's Dinner 
6:00-6:30 pm  Raffle & Silent Auction 
Format:  
2-4 Person teams of all ages 
Cost:  
$10 per person includes green fee, special prizes for the kids and Putter's dinner 
  
Sponsorship Opportunities 
   

Presenting Sponsor-$1,500  

8 Playing slots, dinner   
Listing on Tourney Sign 
Publicity in Press Release 
  
Major Sponsor-$1,000  
4 Playing slots, dinner   
Listing on Tourney sign 
Publicity in Press Release 
  

Banquet Sponsor-$500  
Name on Banquet Sign 
Two meals included 
 
Hole Sponsor-$50-$250 
Hole Sponsor Sign 
 

Individual contribution-any amount  
Please make all checks payable to Messiah Lutheran Church and mail with your 
registration form to:  Messiah Lutheran Church, 5015 S. 80th St., Ralston, NE 
68127 
Registration forms available in the church office or email the church office 
office@messiahfamily.com to receive an electronic version. 

Staff Listing  

 

MINISTERS 
You, the Members of Messiah 
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MINISTRY COUNCIL  

Eric Blomberg, President  
Tim Zylstra, Vice President  
Molly Chamberlin, Secretary  
Sheila Hansen, Treasurer  
Duane Anderson, Financial Secretary 
Chad Sinnett  
Paul Blomstedt 
Rachel Ahrens 
Tara Ritchie 
  
MESSIAH STAFF 
  
Pastor 
Gregory A. Berger H: 331-3785 e-mail:   pastorgreg@messiahfamily.com 
  
Faith Formation 
Rita Borgstadt,AiM Cell: 669-8419 e-mail:  rita@messiahfamily.com 
  
Coordinator Pastoral Care Team 
Sue Simmons H: 592-6723 e-mail:  sue@messiahfamily.com 
  
Administrative Assistants 
Diane/Amanda Blomberg e-mail: office@messiahfamily.com 
  
Worship Directors 
Bruce Bender e-mail:   bruce@messiahfamily.com 
Chuck Nash e-mail:     chuck@messiahfamily.com 
  
Worship Accompanists:   
Sue Simmons @ 8:30A  
Bruce Bender @ 8:30A 
Vicki Palank @ 8:30A and 11A 
  
Apostolic Coordinator  
Diane Blomberg e-mail:  office@messiahfamily.com 
  
Sunday School Superintendent 
Elaine Chapin e-mail: elaine@messiahfamily.com 
  
Parish Nurses 
Doni Schroeder/ Brenda Faulk e-mail:    doni@messiahfamily.com 
  
 
  

Quick Links  
 

ELCA.org 
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Pete James  
  

Daily Devotions  
 

3dministries  
  

Nebraska Synod of the ELCA 
  

Angelfood Ministries 
  

Project Hope  
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