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 AGENDA 

 

 I.        PREPARATION 

A.  Opening Devotions 

B.  Approval of Minutes, Biannual Congregational Meeting, April 19, 2015 

C. Approval of Minutes, Biannual Congregational Meeting, December 6, 2015 

 

 II.       DISCERNMENT 

A. Election of Ministry Council Members (pg. 40) 

B.  Election of Nominating Committee (pg. 40) 

C.  Adoption of Covenant of Transformation (pgs. 13-17) 

 

 III.      SHARING 

A.  Report of Congregational President, Joe Miller  

B.  Report of Pastor Berger 

C. Report of Erin Kampschnieder 

D. Report of Parish Nurse 

G.  Presentation of Ministry Team and Organization Reports 

H.  Other Items for the Good of the Order 

 

 IV.     SENDING 

A. Scripture Reading 

B. Benediction 
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Congregational Meeting 

April 19, 2015 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ !ƴŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǘ фΥоу ŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ CƻǊǳƳ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴπ
ŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ 

tǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ 

hǇŜƴƛƴƎ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴǎ - WǳƭƛŜ CƻȄ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ 5ƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ 

WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ƳƻǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŀǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘΦ aŀȅƴŀǊŘ {ŎƘǳōŜǊǘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ  aƻǝƻƴπ
ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ 

¢ŀǊŀ wƛǘŎƘƛŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƘŜƭŘ 
!ǇǊƛƭ сΣ нлмп ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ тΣ нлмпΦ  .ŀǊō DƻŜƘǊƛƴƎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ  aƻǝƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ 

5ƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

¢ƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ WǳƴŜ мΣ нлмр ǘƘǊǳ aŀȅ омΣ нлмт ŀǊŜΥ  WƛƳ 

YǾŀǎƴƛŎƪŀΣ 9ǊƛŎ YǳƴŎƭΣ !ƳŀƴŘŀ .ƭƻƳōŜǊƎΣ ŀƴŘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ DŀǊŀƴƎΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  !ƴŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 

ƅƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎΦ  bƻ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ !ƴŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŘŜπ

ŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ wƻƴƴŀ ½ȅƭǎǘǊŀ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘ ōȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ŀǎ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ  .ŜƭƛƴŘŀ ±ŀƴŘŜƳŀƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ  aƻǝƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŦƻǊ нлмс ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ WǳƭƛŜ CƻȄΣ [ȅƴƴ {ƳƛǘƘΣ WƻŜ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ 9Ǌπ

ƭŀƛƴŜtƭǳƎƎŜΣ vǳƛƴƴ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ wŀƴŘȅ {ŎƘǊŜƛƴŜǊΦ !ƴŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƅƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 

ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ bƻ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ !ƴŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ 

ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ aŀȅƴŀǊŘ {ƘǳōŜǊǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǘƻŜƭŜŎǘ ōȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ  YŀǘƘȅ 

bƛŎƘƻƭǎŜƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ  aƻǝƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ 

bƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΩǎ ǾƻǝƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлмс ŀƴŘ нлмт bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ {ȅƴƻŘ !ǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ 

ǿŜǊŜ tŀǳƭ WŜƴǎŜƴ ŀƴŘ .ŜǘƘ WŜƴǎŜƴΦ  CƛǾŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ  !ƴŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƅƻƻǊ ǘƻ 

ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ  DǊŜƎ .ŜǊƎŜǊ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ IƻǇŜ {ŎƘǊŜƛƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ {Ƙŀȅƭŀ aǳƭƭŜǊΦ  5ƻƴƴŀ DŀǊǎǘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 

aŀǊǘȅ aŀƭƭŜȅΦ  !ƴŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ .ŀǊō DƻŜƘǊƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǘƻŜπ

ƭŜŎǘ ōȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ  aŀǊȅ ±ŀƴ /ŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ  aƻǝƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ 

{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ 

5ƻǳƎ tŀƭŀƴƪ ƳƻǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǘ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΦ aŀǊƛπ

ƭȅƴ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ  tŀǎǘƻǊ DǊŜƎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ 

ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ 5ƻƴƛ {ŎƘǊƻŜŘŜǊ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ bǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ Ƨƻō 

ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΣ  ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 5ƻƴƛ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ bǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƻƴƛ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ hƳŀπ

ƘŀΦ  tŀǎǘƻǊ DǊŜƎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ /ƘŀǇƛƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  IŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝǾŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘπ

ƳŜƴǘΦ  {ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΦ 
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!ƴŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊΦ  9ǊƛŎ YǳƴŎƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ {ŀōōŀǝŎŀƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  tŀǎǘƻǊ DǊŜƎ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ wŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ [ƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ 

ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ   5ƛŀƴŜ .ƭƻƳōŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳ {ŎƘǳǘȊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ DǊŜƎ ŀƴŘ YƛƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǎǳƛǘŎŀǎŜέ 

Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ά.ŀƎƎŀƎŜ IŀƴŘƭŜǊǎέ ǎƪƛǘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

DǊŜƎΩǎ мрǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ŀƴŘ нрǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ tŀǎǘƻǊΦ  5ƛŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳ ƅƻƻŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀŦŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Iƻƭȅ [ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛǇΦ  

 

 WǳƭƛŜ CƻȄ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 

 

 .ŜǘƘ WŜƴǎŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴΣ WŀƳŜǎ wƛǘŎƘƛŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ  aƻǝƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ   

 aŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǘ млΥнл ŀƳΦ 

  

   

 wŜǎǇŜŎǜǳƭƭȅ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘΣ 

 [ȅƴƴ {ƳƛǘƘΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
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Congregational Meeting December 6, 2015  

 

Joe Miller, Ministry Council President, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.   

 

The Messiah Lutheran Church Mission Plan for 2016 was presented to the congregation 
as proposed by the Ministry Council, $456,658. 

 

Joe pointed out the biggest change in this Mission Plan as compared to 2015 was the 
South Sudan Mission Developer Support.  This is Messiahôs portion to support  

David Mayen in becoming a Lutheran Pastor. Pastor Greg clarified, this is just for Davidôs 
salary, and his educational expenses are not part of this line item. 

 

Randy Schreiner shared how Messiahôs support of the Mobile Food Pantry has touched 
many peopleôs lives.  He also shared that the Heartland Food Bank is now donating $500 
per month to aid in buying food. Messiah is currently supporting the Mobile Food Pantry 
with $200 per month. 

 

Joe Miller called the question.  Mission plan was accepted. 

 

Marty Malley made a motion to adjourn. Ronna Zylstra seconded.  Motion passed.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:49 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Lynn Smith, Secretary 

с 
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Messiah Mission:  God touches us so that we may touch the lives of others 

Council Members:  Pastor Greg Berger (Senior Pastor), Joe Miller (President), Julie Fox (Vice Presi-

dent), Lynn Smith (Secretary), Jim Kvasnicka, Eric Kuncl, Quinn Abraham, Abraham Garang, Marty Malley 

(Treasurer) 

Ten years ago, I had the honor of being the President on the Ministry Council and in my letter to the con-

gregations I opened with this: 

[ǳƪŜ с пс-пф 

 
Why do you call me ñLord, Lord,ò and do not do what I say?  I will show you what he is like who 

comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice.  He is like a man building a house, 

who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock.  When a flood came, the torrent struck that 

house but could not shake it, because it was well built.  But the one who hears my words and does 

not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation.  The 

moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete. 

 

LΩƳ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  bƻΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘΣ ŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƴŀƛƭǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƻōǎŜǊǾŜΦ  L ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ   

 

So whatôs happened in the last ten years?  We started with small groups and started building.  We had sent 

out a bus load of inter-generational members on a Rocky Boy Mission trip.  Those individuals came back 

with a sparkle in their eyes on what could be done to help other people out.  The youth that went on that trip 

were the basis for the many later youth work trips to places like Canada, Oklahoma, Wisconsin and the 

work done during the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans and Detroit.   

 

We had a small group working with Angel Food Ministries where we sold inexpensive food to a small num-

ber of families.  But when Angle Food started to have problems, we had that same small group wonder 

what we could do for those in need of food.  With the help from multiple churches, we were able to build our 

own Mobile Food pantry that helps anywhere from 350 to 450 families a month, who receive a lot more 

food than when we started.  We have also built that initial small group into a larger one that always seems 

to be able to handle what is thrown at them each month.   

 

Within the last 10 years we had some individuals go on a trip to Tanzania.  A funny thing happen while they 

were over there.  Relationships started with a congregation over there.  Messiah had helped with a lot of 

projects over there.  Books for Bella, sponsorships for some of the children to get a good education, and 

help with building the parsonage and new school rooms.  But it was not ñone wayò.  They sent a generous 

offering to help with our handicap accessible restrooms.   

 

Finance issues were a big factor 10 years ago.  All of the Ministry Councils since that time have worked 

hard to watch cost and let the congregation know where it stood.  Sometimes hard decisions were required.  

Plans were put off for a better time.  Other times, situations changed and we were able to adjust as need-

ed.  But with the dialog to the Congregation, with the Imagine Campaign, and just giving in general, we had 

a great year in 2015 to finally have a small surplus available for problems that might come up.   

 

To me this shows that we are building the relationships we need to help show Godôs love for those at a low 

point in their lives.  And like some of the writings from Paulôs second letter to the Corinthians, we are 

demonstrating our caring for our neighbor with our generosity.  The future is still bright with lots of possibili-

ties because of the enthusiasm, that those original charter member had 60 years ago, is still working with 

our ever changing church.   

 

Joe Miller  

Ministry Council President 
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ñTherefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by 
which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe;ò Hebrews 12:28 

 

Or, from Eugene Petersonôs The Message: 

ñDo you see what we've got? An unshakable kingdom! And do you see how thankful we 
must be? Not only thankful, but brimming with worship, deeply reverent before God. For God 
is not an indifferent bystander.ò 

 

I have referred to this promise a number of times, and it continues to be a relevant word for 
us and for the world. And I am grateful to Mike Breen for helping us unpack what it all 
means. Our world is shaking. Depending on where you stand, even violently. It is a shaking 
of seismic proportion. An earthquake. 

 

I wonôt go into depth about what is being shaken, but trust that you are keenly aware ï 
whether it is in your personal angst, in your family, your work, or school. Or if your eyes take 
you out further to systems and structures of society no longer effective and even functioning. 
Our world is shaking. The earthquake of change is creating a new landscape. We hardly  
recognize the world we live in. Where did the safe and secure institutions go? Why are there 
no roads, no paths to walk that are clearly marked, worn firm by countless travelers before 
us? Instead, itôs chaos out there! 
 

So letôs go back to the promise: ñésee what we got? An unshakable kingdom!ò  

 

Wow! Isnôt that great news! Thank you, God!  

L ŀƳ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ -- ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ  
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎΣ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ς L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘΗ ! ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƻƳŜΗ ! ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ Ƴȅ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŘŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ hƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
ōŜŜƴ ǎƘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǳƴǎƘŀƪŜƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘƴŜǎǎΣ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ  
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ  

 

{ƻ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƻǳǊ 
DƻŘΗ  

 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŘƻΗ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƳǇǝƴƎ ǘƻ ƘǳƴƪŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻȊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƴƪŜǊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǳǊōǳƭŜƴǘ ǝƳŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŀŦŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘΦ 

DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǳƴǎƘŀƪŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜΣ ǇŜƻπ
ǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ ¢ŜŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΣ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ 
ŘȅƛƴƎ ς ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜΦ  

 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ǿŀȅ ǊŜǎŎǳŜǊǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΥ CƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ  
ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƘȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƭȅƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǊǳōōƭŜΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƘȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ  
ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΧ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǧŜǊΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀǧŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƴŜŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜΣ ǿŜ ƭƛƊ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴΣ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ ǿŜ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΧ  
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Next we tend to the community. They need a place to belong. They need others who 
have gone through the same chaos who can support and care where wounds are 
tended to for the long run; where healing begins and continues. We need one anoth-
er! So we tend the community.  

Then we help the rescued make sense of all that has happened. Why? Who? How? 
We do so by connecting their story to a bigger story, a story that offers a broader 
perspective; places their story into history and helps them to find meaning and pur-
pose again. 

 

And finally we give them a way to navigate a future that is very different from the 
past. We show them that in a changing, tumultuous world, there is something better 
than outdated road maps. We give them a way to find their way without the old land-
marks. We give them Jesus. The surest way to navigate, whether on land or at sea, 
is by compass. Jesus is our compass. We call that discipleship ï ñfollowò Jesus! 

 

So here we are! Messiah! An unshaken stronghold in the chaos! A homebase for 
rescue operations in the metro area and beyond! An outpost of compassion, commu-
nity, story and the holder of the compass! 

 

A few weeks ago I listened to the Ralston Police Chief give his annual report to the 
City Council. He talked of the training the officers received and gave examples of 
how that training benefited officers in real life situations, some of them life threaten-
ing. He expressed concern about how budget cuts could hamper the departmentôs 
ability to serve and protect. He said training is vital because the skills his officers use 
are perishable ï if you donôt practice them you lose them. 

 

As First Responders in our chaotic world, not truer words could be spoken. It is vital 
for us to understand the emergency situation we are stepping into. It is important to 
calibrate our compassion for it to be effective and useful. We need to hone our ability 
to gather others into our unshakable community. We need to practice our story tell-
ing and listening skills to help make sense out of the senseless. We need to grow in 
our navigational skills of following Jesus while placing the compass in othersô hands 
and training them. 

 

At the end of my report you will find our new training plan; Transformational Ministry 
2.0. There is a summary of the process and a Covenant of Transformation. Your 
Ministry Council is asking you to adopt and live by the Covenant. Please read over 
this plan carefully before we meet on the 17

th
. In short, it is our commitment to being 

a Spirit-led, well equipped and vigilant Rescue Team!  

 

As we look forward to an exciting future along Godôs path, we also take time to cele-
brate where we have been and how God has been at work among us! God is Good! 
All the Time! Just look at what God has done through you! These reports ñoozeò with 
testimony of Godôs greatness and your faithfulness. Thank you for your commitment, 
your faith, your joy and your love!  
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I am also so grateful for all of those who have teamed together to lead our congrega-
tion. Jean, Erin, David, Ron, Ryan and Sue, you are amazing and a joy to work with! 
I am blessed! To our Ministry Council, your leadership, careful deliberation and love 
of God inspires us! Thank you, Joe, Lynn, Julie, Marty, Randy, Jim, Amanda, Quinn, 
Abraham and Eric! And then so many more of you are out there, serving, quietly 
leading, offering yourselves for the sake of our faith family ï Thank you! Thank you! 
Thank you! We said a special thank you to Elaine Chapin, Louise Ksvanicka and Lin-
da Chaille as they have step down from their responsibilities as Sunday School Su-
perintendent, Communion Assistant Recruiter and Interaction Team Director respec-
tively. You have left big shoes to fill and your faithful service is so valued and appre-
ciated. God bless you! 

 

Here is a summary of our ministry together in 2015: 

What follows is a record of the pastoral acts completed in 2015 on behalf of Messiah 

Lutheran Church: 

During 2015, the following members were transferred to the Church Triumphant.  We 
pause to hallow their lives. 
Dorothy McIntyre February 18,2015       Byron Mertins   June 16, 2015 
Gene Utterback   April 2, 2015               Craig Mertins             July 2, 2015 
Lynn Meineke     April 5,2015                  Paul Jensen              July 27, 2015 
David Cross        June 13, 2015              Don Grobeck             August 24, 2015 
                                                                Leslie Harnack          September 15, 2015 
 
Also during 2015, the following are remembered and their lives celebrated as Pastor 
officiated at their funerals or memorial services: 
Stella Sorich        February 1, 2015         DeAnn Bratka           March 17, 2015 
Ralph Peters       January 3, 2015  Sandra Smith           March 31, 2015 
Bobby Schulz      January 29, 2015 Jay Roach  August 19, 2015 
Mayen Kot        March 27, 2015 
 

During 2015 the following were released from membership at Messiah to join the 
fellowship of other congregations: 
Kristin Lipka 
Zach, Jill, Aubrey & Peyton Friesen 
Ron, Laurie, Haley, Megan & Abigail Uline 
Andrew Miller 
 
 
During 2015 the following  requested that their membership be terminated: 
Gerald, Lisa & Jeremy Urlaub 
Nathanial & Samantha Parks 
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During 2015, the following were received into the Messiah family by infant/child bap-
tism: 
Jany Nien Nhial     March 25 
Liliana Rose Cutler            April 26 
Crue Alexander Martin                   April 26 
Adhieu Goi Alieer      May 10 
John Warabek Geu      May 17 
Phillip Aguer Geu     May 17 
Nyandeng (Nia) Ajak Zieu    May 17 
Monica Kho Bol     May 17 
Jessica Adit Bol     May 17 
Pricilla Achan Bol     May 17 
Maxwell Louis Birk     May 17 
Amira Rose Richard     May 24 
Alyse Marie Fryberger    May 31 
James Henry Swanson    June 14 
Collings Christian Kuhr    June 21 
Isaac Lloyd Prusha     September 6 
Brookley Irene Backes    September 20 
Harper Kathleen Willers    September 27 
Corbin Christopher Carson    September 27 
Isaac James Brennan Townley   November 29 
Gracie May Stock     November 29 
Viera Rose Stock     November 29 
Nyakiir Aguer     November 29 
Ajang Jacob Aguer     November 29 
Alek Aguer      November 29 
Apajok Aguer     November 29 
Marial Dhieu Akec     November 29 
Adau Dhieu Akec     November 29 
Emma Sue Christine Headley   December 13 
 
 
 
During 2015 the following were received into the Messiah family by adult baptism: 
Daniel Allen Kuhr          
  
 

On November 1, 2015 the following celebrated the Affirmation of their Baptism: 
Isaac Dannehl  Harley Huckeby    
Sydney Kuncl  Camryn Lustgraaf 
Samantha Simmerman Nyakot TopLoy 
Jenna Zylstra  
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During 2015 the following members were united in marriage at Messiah: 
April 24  Margaret Schroeder & Garret Menard 
May 2   Lori Patterson & Vincent Semahah 
May 30  Robyn Shirley & Robbie Colan 
 
 
Also during 2015, the following were united in marriage as Pastor officiated at their 
weddings: 
May 9   Laura Grobeck & Joshua Sansoni 
Sept 6   Erin Goforth & Justin Livermore 
Oct 10   Abby Handleman & Dustin Rima 
Oct 24   Katie Wieker & Beau Morgan 
 
 
On April 2, 2015 the following were welcomed to the Sacrament of Holy Communion: 
William Gaden 
Jany Nhial 
Brandon Roy 
Kenton Thompson 
Liep Top Loy 
Megan Uline 
 
Membership statistics of Messiah Lutheran Church as of December 31, 2015 
   01/01/2015  Additions Losses 12/31/2015 
 
Baptized Membership 1465   30   28   1467 
Confirmed Membership 1072     7   28   1051 
Avg. Worship Attend.   256          256 
Voting Membership    761          762 

 

Humbly and Respectfully Submitted, 

Your Pastor,  
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